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Whiskers, Wags, & Wishes

Oconto Area 
Humane Society
Written By: Bruce Gillis, 
President of the Board of Directors

INSIDE THE ISSUE:

View our adoptable pets at

Oconto Area Humane Society  
 by Bruce Gillis

Animals in Need Coming to OAHS
 by Lexi Woodworth

K-9 Clarity Training: Astrid Finds Her 
Forever Home.
 

Meet OAHS Volunteers!

Upcoming Events
Adopted After 154 Days!

 1-2

3-4

4

5

6
6

PAGE

www.ocontoareahumane.org

SEE WHAT WE’RE UP TO

Oconto Area Humane Society

(920) 835-1738

The Oconto Area Humane Society (OAHS) is located in the 
Oconto Industrial Park at 150 S. Katch Dr.  OAHS is a 501c3 
not for profit facility and relies on fund raising, grants, char-
itable contributions, and people donating portions of their 
estates to help us care for the animals as well as maintaining 
the facility. A small portion of our income is obtained through 
contracts with local municipalities to cover costs associated 
with housing lost animals. 

OAHS has been able to develop great working relationships 
with area veterinarians enabling us to ensure that all animals 
placed through our facility are spayed, neutered, vet checked, 
and up to date with all age appropriate vaccinations.  We have 
also developed working relationships with other shelters and 
rescue centers to help place animals into their forever homes.
OAHS has developed and signed contracts with several mu-
nicipalities to take in and hold strays until their owners can be 
found. If the owners cannot be located the animals are made 
available for adoption. 

(Story continues on page 2)



OAHS has developed a “same day 
adoption” procedure. We look for 
ways to make adoptions happen, 
resulting in more animals finding 
forever homes.

Lexi Woodworth (shelter director) 
makes personal appearances at 
area schools, senior care facilities, 
local television and radio stations 
to promote the shelter and edu-
cate the community of the services 
we provide. One local care facility 
has even adopted from us. 

OAHS has developed a foster care 
program to help minimize over-
crowding, as well as assisting in 
the socialization of animals; help-
ing prepare them for adoption. 
They have also developed a formal 
training program for volunteers 
to ensure the safety of both the 
volunteers and the animals. 

OAHS does promotional events 
at several area businesses (Trac-
tor Supply Co., Petco, Mariner 
Theater, Mighty Pet, Oconto 
Bowling Lanes, The Steel Moose, 

Thompson’s County Market, 
Parkway Golf Club, Hometown 
Veterinary Clinic Crivello’s, etc.) 
These events have helped spread 
the word of what OAHS does in 
the community. We also partici-
pate in local and area events such 
as Copper Fest, Dairy Fest, the 
Fly-In, and Harvest Fest. We will 
also be doing some events in the 
Lakewood area in 2019.
Our Director attends regional 
and national conferences to stay 
abreast of policies and procedures 
for shelter management and oper-
ations.    
We have been recognized by the 
Oconto County Tavern League, 
Ashwaubenon Animal Hospital, 
local Girl Scouts, Trudell’s Tree 
Farm, and many others.
In 2018 OAHS was able to take 
in animals from several hoarding 
situations and successfully re-
home most of the animals; many 
of which required medical care 
and socialization.
OAHS is a member of the Oconto, 
Oconto Falls, and Lakewood area 
Chambers of Commerce.

In the past, when talking about 
OAHS; people would often say “I 
didn’t know there was a Humane 
Society in Oconto” Today, through 
the hard work of the OAHS staff 
and Board of Directors I no longer 
hear that. 
In only a few years OAHS has 
transformed from a facility ready 
to close its doors (adopting out 
less than 300 animals a year) to 
finding forever homes for 687 
animals in 2018 alone; becoming 
a staple in the community. OAHS 
has increased its staff to three full 
time and five part time employees. 
The hours that we have employees 
in the building has significantly 
increased from 8hrs. per day to 12 
hrs. per day; promoting enhanced 
socialization and care of all shelter 
animals. 
Oconto Area Humane Society 
provides a valuable asset to the 
communities that it serves. It has 
found forever homes for 1864 
animals over the past four years. 
The numbers and success stories 
speak for OAHS and the direct 
impact on our community.
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Pika came in with her sis-
ter in December of 2018. After 
a month in the shelter we just 
couldn’t get her to one hundred 
percent. We brought her in for 
more testing and discovered that 
she has an auto immune disorder. 
In January of 2019 she entered a 
foster home where she has been 
receiving treatment ever since. 
She has needed several blood 
transfusions, a number of differ-
ent medications, and even a diet 
of cooked chicken for a period 
of time. Luckily her foster mom 
has been there every step of the 
way to help Pika along. She is not 
out of the woods yet but as of the 
beginning of April her levels are 
finally starting to improve and 
we are hopeful Pika will continue 
to improve and find her forever 
home in the coming months.

Billy was hit by a car prior to 
coming to OAHS. This caused his 
leg to be severely damaged and 
we were not sure if Billy would be 
able to keep it. After a few days of 
ensuring there were no other inju-
ries it was decided that the dam-
age to his leg was too severe and 
it would need to be amputated. 
After the amputation Billy made a 
swift recovery. He adjusted to life 
with three legs quickly and loved 
to hop around the lobby. About 
three weeks after his surgery Billy 
found his forever family where 
he can get all the lap snuggles he 
desires.

Boy and Girl were two 
of the fluffiest puppies we have 
seen at OAHS. Staff immediately 
fell for their puppy cuteness and 
calmer disposition. Something 
seemed off about them though 
and after a couple days at OAHS 
staff found out what it was. They 
broke with Parvovirus (Parvo). 
This is a very contagious disease 
and survival in a young puppy 
is never guaranteed. We had to 
quarantine them, give IV fluids, 
and hope that they would pull 
through. After a week of inten-
sive care and support they finally 
started to eat on their own and 
begin acting like normal puppies. 
They both have since been adopt-
ed and are doing great in their 
new homes.

(Story continues on page 4)

Animals in Need Coming to OAHS
Written By: Lexi Woodworth, 
Shelter Director

OAHS never knows what will walk through our doors. It 
could be a litter of puppies, a pregnant cat, a sick senior 
animal, or a lizard. No matter what it is we take it in and 
do our best to make it better. In the first quarter of 2019 
we have had several animals come in that needed extra 
TLC – Pika, Billy, Boy & Girl, and Winter.



Winter is our newest 
animal with special needs. She 
came into OAHS as a stray and 
suffered major trauma leading us 
to believe she was hit by a car. She 
had a large tear in her abdominal 
wall, broken pelvis in three places, 
scrapes, and she needed her tail 
amputated. For the first 10 days 
she was at OAHS we could not get 
her to use her legs and feared she 
would need a leg amputation on 
the one leg. Slowly she began to 
put more weight her legs and to 
the surprise of the vet and shelter 
staff she now uses both of her legs 
and will not need an amputation 
after all. Winter is still recovering 
in a foster home and we cannot 
wait to find her a forever home.

Animals truly are incredible and 
what they can go through never 
ceases to amaze me. These are 
just a few examples of the ani-
mals that come into OAHS. They 
all have such a strong will to live. 
Thank you for supporting OAHS 
and helping us help the animals in 
need.
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K-9 Clarity Training:
Astrid Finds Her Forever Home

OAHS has special cases of dogs that need a bit of 
obedience training, Astrid was one of those 
cases. After being at the shelter for 130 days we 
decided to send Ms. Astrid to a trainer to give 
her (and us) more tools to show potential adopt-
ers how awesome she is. Astrid spent 20 days at 
K-9 Clarity Training, where she learned how to 
tame her high energy personality. She was high-
ly food motivated which made training a special 
treat for her. 

Astrid returned to the shelter in February ready 
to continue her search for a forever home. After 
just a week she was adopted and we are so happy 
to see how much improvement can be made with 
such smart minded pups. 
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Meet OAHS Volunteers!
The Faces Behind the Shelter 



Upcoming Events!

Volunteer Orientation
When: 5PM
Where: OAHS
150 South Katch Drive

All attendees must RSVP.
Meetings are every third Wednesday 
of the month.

OAHS Dog Wash
When: 10AM-2PM
Where: OAHS
150 South Katch Drive

Bath $10  Nail Trim $10
Blow Out $10

Board Meeting
When: 2nd Wednesdays
Where: Location Varies

Contact OAHS if you are 
interested in attending.

april MAY MAY
17 11 8

Smoke & Spice had a long half a year of search-
ing for a forever home but these lucky two have 
finally found their forever home! The brother and 
sister duo were adopted into a great family fit for 
them. Congratulations Smoke and Spice!

Adopted after 154 Days!
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